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ChildAid Asia 2014 

Concert Details 

 

Date： January 11, 2014 (Sat) 18：00 − 20：20 

Venue： Suntory Hall 

 

Partner： The Old Parliament House Limited / CHIJ (Kellock) / 

 The Smile Team / Option Dot 

Supported by： Embassy of the Republic of Singapore / Embassy of Malaysia  

Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia / The Japan-Singapore Association  

The Business Times Budding Artists Fund / The Little Arts Academy  

The International Young Artist Exchange  

Singapore International Foundation / Far East Organization  

Child Aid Asia Fund @ KL  

Cooperated by： Steinway Japan Co. / Tokyo Metropolitan Shakujii Gakuen  

Misono Kodomo-no-Ie / CHIJ (Katong) Primary School /  

KOBUDO (Hori Pro) 

 

Food Sponsor： SAKANEKE & Co.  

    

Sponsored by： Menicon Co. Ltd 

 

Funded by： JKA 

 

 

 

Official Sponsor：  Genting Singapore     

 

 

 

Special Presenter： Cerebos Pacific Limited 

 

 

Photographs：  Masami Takahashi, Naoya Ikegami 
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ChildAid Asia 2014 

Concert Report 
 

■ Discovering Young Talents 

Cerebos Pacific Limited’s sponsorship made it possible for NPO Little Creators to stage 

ChildAid Asia 2014 at Suntory Hall. Young talents who believe in NPO Little Creators’ cause 

and those who dream of performing at Suntory Hall, auditioned for the concert. Together with 

the help of Steinway Japan Co., ChildAid Asia 2014 saw the highest number of applicants 

registering for the audition. As a result, the concert brought together a group of highly 

talented musicians. This made it possible for the concert’s programming team to feature a 

performance of musical diversity.  

 

Pianist Ryuhi Arai, 12, was invited to perform at the ChildAid concert in Singapore held on the 

6 and 7 December 2013 at Marina Bay Sands. He collaborated and performed Mozart’s 

Concerto for Two Pianos with Singaporean pianist, Pung Rae Yue, 10. The duo performed 

the same piece for ChildAid Asia, Tokyo. 

In addition, Rei Nakajima, 16, who plays 

the Shakuhachi and pianist, Asuto 

Kitamura, 17, have been invited to 

perform at the next edition of Child Aid 

Asia @KL on 29 to 31 August at KLPAC in 

Malaysia for the second time. They will 

collaborate with Malaysian cellist, Goh 

Wen Chih, 13. 

 

■ International Exchange among Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia & Japan 

There were 126 performers involved in ChildAid Asia 2014. Amongst them were 53 

Singaporeans, 1 Malaysian and 1 Indonesian. There were many different languages spoken 

during the rehearsals but mmusic became the language that connected everyone. The 

children created their own way of communicating; 

through hand gestures and facial expressions. As 

all the performers sang the opening and finale 

song together in English and Japanese, it truly felt 

like everyone came together as one family.  

 

One of the unique features of ChildAid Asia 2014 
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was collaborative performance. Prior to rehearsal days, each performer practiced their items 

individually. It was only a few days before the concert that they met their performing partners 

and began rehearsing together. It was truly a good experience for the performers to be able 

to play their pieces together.  

One of the traditional musical instruments featured at the concert was the Sasando. It is a 

traditional Indonesian string instrument. The children were very curious and keen to learn 

more about this instrument. The partners from the other countries were also interested to 

learn more about this instrument. In addition, they started to think to include traditional music 

and instruments in their future concerts. 

 

As part of the performers’ itinerary, a Meet & Greet session was held at Shakujii Gakuen, a 

children’s nursing home for Japanese children in Tokyo. The performers and beneficiaries 

spent the day dancing, singing and playing with Japanese traditional toys. For some of these 

performers and beneficiaries, it was the second time that they were meeting. This simple 

event is meaningful for the children and it gives them an opportunity to interact and forge new 

friendships.   

 

■ Participation of Needy Children & Children from Fukushima 

There were 14 children from Shakujii Gakuen who 

participated in the concert. One of them took on the role 

of one of the three emcees for the concert. The second 

emcee, who is from Singapore, and one of the 

performers from CHIJ (Kellock) Choir are also 

beneficiaries of The Business Times Budding Artists 

Fund.  

 

Violinist Asami Wada, 15, comes from a financially disadvantaged background. She is 

studying music and was first featured at the first edition of ChildAid Asia Tokyo in 2011. She 

was invited to perform at the ChildAid concert in Singapore in 2012. With the support of NPO 

Little Creators, Asami was sponsored by the International Young Artists Exchange to attend a 

Music and English school in Singapore last summer.  

 

In addition, 15 children from the Misono Kodomo-no-Ie 

children’s nursing home have been participating in visual 

arts workshops conducted by NPO Little Creators and 

interns from Bunkyo Gakuin University. Their art works 
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were displayed on the screen during the concert. Some of these artworks were printed as 

postcards. These postcards were given to members of the audience who made a donation 

during the intermission. Some of the audience made the donation to own these pretty 

postcards. The money donated will be used to purchase art materials for more children to 

participate in visual arts workshops.  

 

Genting Singapore also made it possible for 24 children from Fukushima, together with eight 

volunteers, to watch the concert. It was an overnight trip and the children were treated to the 

sights and sounds of Tokyo. 

 

NPO Little Creators believes that art is a tool for people to express themselves. It also 

believes that the art should be accessible to those who are socially and financially 

disadvantaged. NPO Little Creators will continue to support needy children and to provide 

them with the opportunity to enjoy and appreciate the arts.   

 

■ Supporters  

It was a record high as more than 1600 people attended the 3rd edition of ChildAid Asia. It 

was also an honor to have; HIH Princess Akishino, graced the concert. Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe delivered a video message for the audience sharing his support for the cause and 

sending his best wishes for the 

concert. Parliamentary Secretary of 

the Cabinet Office and Parliamentary 

Secretary for Reconstruction, Mr 

Shinjiro Koizumi also sent a 

congratulatory cable message. The 

organizers are grateful for the strong 

support and believe that has come 

through for this event.  

 

A member of the audience also made a generous donation for the children from the 

orphanages to participate in arts workshop. The organisers are also planning to use this 

donation to bring these children to watch arts performances.  

 

There was also a lady who made the costumes for the Shakujii Gakuen children to wear. For 

these children, the hand made costumes kept them warm and comfortable during the concert. 

They even wore it during the Meet & Greet session held the day after the concert.  
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The organizers would like to also say thank you to the students from Shibaura Institute of 

Technology, the parents of ChildAid Asia alumnus and everyone who made the concert 

possible.  

 

On 24 May 2014, there will be a concert held by ChildAid Asia alumnus. Proceeds from this 

concert will go to NPO Little Creators. NPO Little Creators is grateful for all the heartfelt 

support and it is indeed heartwarming to see that the children do care for their less privileged 

peers.  

 

■ Next Concert 

Next concert will be in January 2015. Perhaps we will invite an artist from one other country.  
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Fukushima Children Tour 

~Sponsored by Genting Singapore~ 

 

 

24 children from Soma City and Minami-Soma City, Fukushima Prefecture, were invited to attend 

the ChildAid Asia Tokyo 2014 concert. 8 volunteers, some of who are university students, 

accompanied them during the trip.  

Although it has been almost 3 years since the 2011 Tohoku earthquake happened, the children 

from these areas, including the children from Fukushima Prefecture, are still very much affected by 

the aftermath of the earthquake. The children are not allowed to go out and play due to the 

environmental effects of the Fukushima nuclear power plants. They also have to be cautious of 

what they eat and drink. The children lost many of their friends as the families decide to leave the 

area.  

In an effort to bring cheer to these children, NPO Little Creators planned to invite these children to 

the ChildAid Asia Tokyo 2014 concert held at Suntory Hall, Tokyo. It would also be a good 

opportunity for the children to make new friends from across the region and to have fun. However, 

due to financial constraints, NPO Little Creators was not able to proceed with the trip.  

It was only through Genting Singapore’s kind sponsorship that this trip was able to materialize. 

Even though it was only a 2 days 1 night trip, the children were able to enjoy the sights and sounds 

of Tokyo and the ChildAid asia Tokyo concert.  

Over the years, NPO Little Creators has made donations to the Iwate-no-Manabi Fund to support 

the education of children affected by the earthquake in the Iwate Prefecture. NPO Little Creators 

organised art workshops in Fukushima city in 2012, and in 2013,we invited a children dance 

troupe from Fukushima City to perform at the second edition of ChildAid Asia Tokyo. NPO Little 

Creators has been supporting international exchange programmes for children from Soma city 

and Minami-Soma city. We will continue our efforts in supporting children living in areas 

devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itinerary 

January 11 Leave from Sun Life Minami-Soma → Lunch at Fukushima IC → Shiba Park, 

Tokyo → Tokyo Tower →  Dinner → ChildAid Asia 2014 → Choyo-kan 

Ryokan (Inn) 

January 12 Choyo-kan Ryokan →  Namco Namja Town, Lunch →  Leave for 

Minami-Soma 
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Schools’ &Schools’ &Schools’ &Schools’ &    Institutions’ Exchange ProgrammesInstitutions’ Exchange ProgrammesInstitutions’ Exchange ProgrammesInstitutions’ Exchange Programmes    

〜〜〜〜exchange programmes around ChildAid Aisa 2014exchange programmes around ChildAid Aisa 2014exchange programmes around ChildAid Aisa 2014exchange programmes around ChildAid Aisa 2014〜〜〜〜    

 

1）Yokohama Futaba Primary School X CHIJ(Kellock) X CHIJ(Katong) X Little Arts 

Academy 

 Organized by Yokohama Futaba Primary School  

Supported by NPO Little Creators 

 Date：January 8, 2014 10:30-14:00 

 Programme：Singing, Lunch, Playing instruments 

 

2）Arai 5th Primary School X CHIJ(Katong)  

 Organized by Arai 5th Primary School 

Supported by Ota Tourist Office  

 Date：January 9, 2014 9:00-10:30 

 Programme：Dancing, Singing,  

Japanese traditional game, Japanese calligraphy  

 

3）Michiduka Primary School X CHIJ(Kellock) 

 Organized by Michiduka Primary School 

Supported by Ota Tourist Office  

 Date：January 9, 2014 9:00-10:30 

 Programme：Playing instruments, Singing, Japanese traditional dance, Game  

 

4）Denenchofu Futaba Primary School X CHIJ(Kellock) X CHIJ(Katong) 

 Organized by Denenchofu Futaba Primary School  

Supported by NPO Little Creators 

 Date：January 9, 2014 11:00-14:30 

 Programme：Singing, Dance, Lunch, Group exchange  

 

5）Shakujii Gakuen X CHIJ(Kellock) X CHIJ(Katong) X Little Arts Academy 

 Organized by Tokyo Metropolitan Shakujii Gakuen 

Supported by NPO Little Creators  

 Date：January 12, 2014 13:30-15:00 

 Programme：Dancing, Singing, Japanese traditional  

   games  

 

 

 

＊ 2 Futaba schools are sister schools of CHIJ. 

＊ Arai 5th Primary School and Michiduka Primary School are public schools in Ota ward. 

＊ Shakujii Gakuen is one of the biggest nursing homes around Tokyo. Over 130 children live here 

separated from their families because of DV, Neglect, parents’ death and sickness, financial 

problems etc.  
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““““ChildAid Asia 2014ChildAid Asia 2014ChildAid Asia 2014ChildAid Asia 2014””””        

Feedback from the AudienceFeedback from the AudienceFeedback from the AudienceFeedback from the Audience    

 

Great Collaboration of Shakuhachi, Piano and Cello! Ong Yi Ting is excellent!! 

Fantastic!! I enjoy the variety of programmes. It would have been nicer if the translation 

of lyrics of Singapore songs on the screens. Each year the quality of ChildAid Asia goes 

up, and I enjoyed it as a music concert. The collaboration of Indonesian Sasando and 

Shamisen was good too. I wish that Sasando had been introduced into more details. I 

wanted to listen to more songs by Ananya and Corey. Animato Quad is really 

enjoyable!! 

  

Dear Hana, Dear Jechi from CHIJ Katong Dance, I had a great time with you at the 

exchange programme at Denenchofu Futaba Elementary School. I will never forget 

about you two, so please do not forget about me. Although we live in different 

countries, I am sure that we became real friends in just 30 minutes we spent together. 

Our friendship is forever. I am Yumeko. See you again! Me & You Friends! I like Hana & 

Jechi. Treasure every encounter, for it will never recur.  

(11 year-old female from Kanagawa) 

 

The quality of this year’s concert was so high, and I was moved! I especially 

liked ”Dayung Sampan X Hana” and a collaboration of Sasando and Shamisen. I 

enjoyed Animato Quad as well. All the performances were excellent and I wanted to 

listen to them more.  

(female from Tokyo)  

 

Splendid! I wanted to see the performers’ hands. Too bad I could not see their hands 

from the stage left side of the house.  

(33 year-old female form Kanagawa)  

 

I believe that an international exchange is the most important; however, I do not have 

a chance to experience it myself so that I envy them very much. I want to study English 

and make many friends. I do not have any friend. I thought it is wonderful to make 

friends through music. Now I am learning how to play the trumpet, so I hope that I am 

able to make friends with it. This concert encouraged me. I would love to come back to 

the concert.  

(13 year-old male from Saitama) 

Even if we grow up in different countries, all have pain and sorrow. But everywhere 

little children are cute and some are naughty. I learnt once again that it is one world. 

Thank you.           

(41 year-old female from Saitama)  

 

It was the really great concert. I liked both singing and performing. Please make 

concerts like this in Yokohama and Kawasaki.  

(45 year-old male form Kanagawa)  

 

Dear CHIJ (Kellock) Choire, Dear CHIJ (Katong) Primary School Dance, You all were 

beautiful. I became a fan of “Singapore Medley”, which was a full of your feeling. I am 

studying in the 5th grade at your sister school, Denenchofu Futaba, and so I will be your 
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cheerleade!! I will never forget about you all although we are not physically together.  

(11 year-old female from Kanagawa)  

 

Beautiful performance and singing, and pretty songs were excellent too. I am a 

member of the brass band club at school, so some day I would like to perform on stage 

like you. I would like to come back to the concert next year. Shamisen was great too!  

(10 year-old female from Tokyo) 

 

Super! Thank you. Let us all from every generation work hard on the peace in Asia. (31 

year-old male)  

 

I was surprised at the high level performances by around 10 years old. I was moved   

by wonderful performances.  

(40 year-old female from Tokyo)  

 

It was astonishing to see talented children. I wish I could listen to their music more. 

Good luck to you all.  

(39 year-old female form Tokyo) 

  

I used to live in Singapore for 4 years, so this concert reminded me of those days. I think 

the international exchange like this is wonderful. All performances and singing were 

splendid. I was astonished.  

(37 year-old female from Kanagawa)  

 

I am very happy to listen to wonderful music today. All the children’s performances 

encouraged me a lot. Keep up and good luck.  

I enjoyed very much listening variety of music sounds.  

(10 year-old female from Kanagawa)  

 

I am moved. I am looking forward to their future.  

 

I am moved. I had a great time. Thank you.  

(6 year-old from Tokyo)  

 

I am really moved!!! Please keep performing. Your music made me realize many things. 

It is not matter if I am adult or… Thank you.  

(40 year-old female from Tokyo)  

 

I enjoyed the concert. I want to come back again. I had fun with the dancing piano 

performance.  

(6 year-old female from Tokyo) 

 

It was excellent. I felt the limitless potential of children. Please continue this concert.   

(44 year-old female from Tokyo)  

 

I was surprised with little children because they were awesome.  

(9 year-old male from Tokyo) 
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ChildAid Asia 2014ChildAid Asia 2014ChildAid Asia 2014ChildAid Asia 2014    

Feedback from the performersFeedback from the performersFeedback from the performersFeedback from the performers    

    

    

1. Before you 1. Before you 1. Before you 1. Before you come to Japan, what were you expecting? And did it come come to Japan, what were you expecting? And did it come come to Japan, what were you expecting? And did it come come to Japan, what were you expecting? And did it come 

true?true?true?true?        

2. What was the biggest challenge for you to realize this concert?2. What was the biggest challenge for you to realize this concert?2. What was the biggest challenge for you to realize this concert?2. What was the biggest challenge for you to realize this concert?    

3. What made you happy by taking part in CAA2014?3. What made you happy by taking part in CAA2014?3. What made you happy by taking part in CAA2014?3. What made you happy by taking part in CAA2014?    

4. Is there anything that you could have done better or more?4. Is there anything that you could have done better or more?4. Is there anything that you could have done better or more?4. Is there anything that you could have done better or more?    

5. If you part5. If you part5. If you part5. If you participate in CAA, what would you like to do next?icipate in CAA, what would you like to do next?icipate in CAA, what would you like to do next?icipate in CAA, what would you like to do next?    

6. If there is any comment about the concert and/or the trip, please let us 6. If there is any comment about the concert and/or the trip, please let us 6. If there is any comment about the concert and/or the trip, please let us 6. If there is any comment about the concert and/or the trip, please let us 

know.know.know.know.        

    

JapanJapanJapanJapan    

■ Ryuhi Arai (Piano, 12 years old, M)Ryuhi Arai (Piano, 12 years old, M)Ryuhi Arai (Piano, 12 years old, M)Ryuhi Arai (Piano, 12 years old, M)    

1. I was really looking forward to performing at the Suntory Hall since the 

super pianist Lang Lang has performed there. I did so well at the concert 

and I felt that I was like Lang Lang. I think I can be Lang Lang if I keep up 

since I love music very much.  

 

2. It was hard to participate in rehearsals 4 evenings in a row. I was very 

careful with my health condition.  

 

3. I was very happy to be recognized and to receive compliments. I was 

especially happy to receive a gift with the letter saying “Thank you for the 

wonderful performance. Good luck” from Stainway Japan. I was glad 

that the parents of my collaborator gave me compliments. All Animato 

Quad members gave me hugs, which made me feel even happier. I saw 

Corey Koh again and had a great time together. I am glad that only Corey 

and I were interviewed. More than that, I am happy to know that Corey 

also likes me.  

 

4. It seems audience like classic music; therefore, I am sure that they would 

be happy to listen to my solo performance of Mozart or Beethoven pieces.  

 

5. I would like to perform solo. Mozart or Beethoven. 

 

6. I was very happy to be said “Wonderful performance. You are very good. 

I was moved, and so on.” The best thing was I could make people happy. 

I would like to practice more from now on, and to be able to perform more 

music pieces.  

 

■ Rino Kanai (Vocal, 8 years old, F)Rino Kanai (Vocal, 8 years old, F)Rino Kanai (Vocal, 8 years old, F)Rino Kanai (Vocal, 8 years old, F)    
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1. I wanted lots of people to listen to my own music, and it came true. Also I 

looked forward to sing together with CHIJ (Kellock) Choir. 

 

2. To practice thinking what I could do to express the feeling of my music.  

 

3. I was happy to perform on such a big stage in front of many people.  

 

4. I made a mistake with a part of lyric. I should have sung imagining the lyric 

as a picture in my head.  

 

5. I would like to make new songs, and to sing with many instruments. 

 

6. I was very proud of myself since it was such a big hall and such a big 

concert. If there is a chance again, I would like to go back onto that stage. 

And I was happy that I became a good friend with CHIJ (Kellock) Choir. I 

want to meet them again.  

 

■ Asuto Kitamura (Piano, 17 years old, M)Asuto Kitamura (Piano, 17 years old, M)Asuto Kitamura (Piano, 17 years old, M)Asuto Kitamura (Piano, 17 years old, M)    

1. It was a great experience to collaborate with foreign performers.  

 

2. We had to rehearse together in such a short time period. So at the 

beginning I could not see where we were going, and also language was a 

barrier. That was a challenge.  

 

3. All look so happy on stage. I myself started to have a bigger vision about 

music.  

 

4. I should have studied English more.  

 

5. I would love to try an international orchestra and a piano concerto.  

 

6. I remembered the joy of music, and I think I have a bigger vision about 

music now. It is a super experience to perform at the Suntory Hall, which I 

may never have a chance in my life, so that I really appreciate this 

opportunity given to me. Thank you very much! 

 

■ Miyuu Suzuki (Electone, 14 years old, F)Miyuu Suzuki (Electone, 14 years old, F)Miyuu Suzuki (Electone, 14 years old, F)Miyuu Suzuki (Electone, 14 years old, F)    

1. I look forward to meet children from Shakujii Gakuen and from abroad,  

not only to perform at the Suntory Hall.  

 

2. It took for months and till the last moment to arrange and practice the 

accompaniment for the opening and the finale. However, it was exciting 

too since it was for about 130 children. I made every effort to perform my 
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solo piece since I got a great opportunity to perform at that Suntory Hall.  

 

3. It became my life time treasure to get to know children from abroad not 

only from Japan, and to perform at the Suntory Hall. I wish I can perform 

more variety of music.  

 

4. I should have been closer to other performers. I felt a bit lonely since I was 

always far back on the stage. When I performed a solo piece, I was a bit 

disappointed since chairs and music stands were on stage. I was told by 

some audience that they could not see my feet although electone 

performers want them to see the base (feet) as well. I wish I could have 

performed at the center of stage without no distraction. Too bad. I wish 

people got to know about the electone more. It would be nicer if we can 

say our opinion (about performing area, sound effect etc) to the director. 

 

5. I would like to do the collaboration with other instruments and songs.  

 

6. It was so new to me to perform at the Suntory Hall and to accompany the 

chorus. When we make efforts for something, we face with not only fun 

things. With the experience I had with this concert, I will probably be able to 

over come the difficulties I may have. The memory of this day will for sure 

support me, with not only music but my life. It was also a good chance to 

learn about other instruments since I do not listen much to them usually. I 

also believe that now I can see things in wider vision because I met many 

children from different backgrounds. I appreciate every much to the 

teachers who have supported me and the concert staff who made this 

concert happen. I wish I could go back to the concert again. Thank you 

very much for a wonderful time.  

 

■ Rei Nakajima (Shakuhachi, 17 years old, F)Rei Nakajima (Shakuhachi, 17 years old, F)Rei Nakajima (Shakuhachi, 17 years old, F)Rei Nakajima (Shakuhachi, 17 years old, F)    

1. I was looking forward to perform well for the audience, but I felt my 

rehearsals were not good enough. I need to practice more and have to be 

able to perform very well anytime, any day.  

 

2. Language. The most challenge for me was the language barrier. I realize 

that we can do many things together because we understand each other 

though language. Of course we can communicate with our smiles, but I 

was not able to really understand the others. I should have studied English 

more. 

3. It was encouraging for me to perform at the Suntory Hall at which we 

cannot perform so often. 

 

4. I will practice more. 
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5. If I can perform again at ChildAid Asia, it might be nice to try some other 

collaboration.  

 

6. Thank you very much for giving me a chance to perform at this concert. It 

is very encouraging to me. One thing I was concerned was that I could 

hear my sound well at the beginning of the concert, but in performing 

“Hyakka Ryoran”, I could not hear my sound at all. Maybe the 

microphone was not working well. I was told that we often can not hear 

our own sound once the audience is in the house at a big hall like the 

Suntory Hall. I should have researched about it more in advance. Thank 

you very much. I really hope that we could be a help for the poor by this 

concert.  

 

■ Kanon Honda (Fruit, 14 years old, F)Kanon Honda (Fruit, 14 years old, F)Kanon Honda (Fruit, 14 years old, F)Kanon Honda (Fruit, 14 years old, F)    

1. I looked forward to meet many people and to become friends with them. 

Yes. All the collaborators were foreigners. At the beginning, I was nervous, 

but I think we got really close at the end. I was sad to be separated.  

 

2. Till this concert, I was just performing classical music, and since it was the 

first time for me to collaborate with vocalists with mics, it was very hard to 

see the balance of the music as well as to make sure all the ques. However, 

at the end, I was happy to learn how we make eye contacts and feel their 

breath. At the first rehearsal, I found out the key of my score was different, 

which made me so nervous, but we did so well at the concert.  

 

3. I made many friends from other countries. I would like to do the 

collaboration again. I was very surprised at them having their own music 

style, trying the music seriously always, yet enjoying the music, which is very 

different from Japanese children. When studying the classic music, I feel 

that I am trying to capture technically difficult music pieces. Recently it has 

not been fun for me to play the flute. But this time, collaborating with them, 

I remembered many important things like“Music is fun”and“Music has 

love.”  And I though “What I want to be is to be a performer who can 

make the audience happy.” Thank you for my collaborators, and 

everyone!! 

 

4. Besides rehearsals, I had time to practice with the piano on the day of the 

concert. But somehow I felt it was different from what we supposed to 

perform, and there are things that I was not familiar with so that I would 

like to be a performer who has room to breathe. Then I may be more 

expressive with my music.  
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5. Because I have been a ballerina since 3 years old, I want to dance with 

Anumato Quad piano. Also, I would like to play Piazzolla pieces with them. 

I want to try collaboration with Japanese traditional musicians!! I wanted 

to collaborate with Yi Ting too. I want to play the ocarina. I want to apply 

for the next audition!!! 

 

6. I had great time. I received lots of energy and power from all the 

performers. First I was even nervous to go into the rehearsal room since all 

my collaborators are foreigners. I was nervous in rehearsing too. But I did 

not want to say goodbye to them after the concert. I would like to study 

English more and to communicate with them more.  

I was just about going to hate flute since there are so many difficult things 

in classic music, but I realized that with foreigner I can rehearse, play and 

create one music together, and that music can make people happy. 

Moreover, I myself became happy, nervous, felt accomplishment through 

this experience. To the concert, my grandmother living in Kansai area and 

my aunt living in Kyushu came to see me. I was glad that I performed at 

such a big hall, and they listen to my music.  

I would like to go to their country and collaborate with them again. At last 

I would like to thank you all who made this concert happen. Please send 

my best regards. I am practicing very hard everyday.  

 

■ Yuji Suzuki (Tsugaru Shamisen, 17 years old, M)Yuji Suzuki (Tsugaru Shamisen, 17 years old, M)Yuji Suzuki (Tsugaru Shamisen, 17 years old, M)Yuji Suzuki (Tsugaru Shamisen, 17 years old, M)    

1. I looked forward to meeting people from many countries as well as seeing 

again with people I met in Malaysia. I could not talk much, yet I did 

communicated with them and take some photos. I was very happy 

because all remembered me.  

 

2. It was hard to make myself understand to the others. Once again, I realized 

that English is important. However, music and smiles can be good 

communication tools although we all speak different language.  

 

3. To perform in the wonderful hall. I was very glad to learn that the sound of 

Shamisen could be very different from what I have known, to collaborate 

with the instrument from totally different world, and more than anything 

to perform for so much audience.  

4. It was nice that I could collaborate with foreign performers, but I think it 

would be nicer if there is one collaboration performance among Japanese 

to welcome the others.  

 

5. It was a nice idea for all the performers to collaborate. If possible, it would 

be nicer if more number of performer can collaborate together, then we 

could get to know each other more and might be able to create something 
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new.  

 

6. Maybe because I have been somehow related to ChildAid Asia from 2011, 

this time I was not just only concentrated with my performance but 

worked very hard to create this concert together. I was given a chance to 

thing many things such as what is my performance piece’ role in the 

concert, how the audience would see our performance, and what I should 

do to make the audience happy. I really enjoyed the joy and pleasure of 

making one big concert together with the others.  

 

■ Asami Wada (Violin, 15 years old, F)Asami Wada (Violin, 15 years old, F)Asami Wada (Violin, 15 years old, F)Asami Wada (Violin, 15 years old, F)    

1. To get to know people from Asia. To show how much I grow to those who 

support me.  

 

2. To complete my music.  

 

3. To have made many new friends beyond the borders. To show my growth 

to the supporters.  

 

4. I wish Japanese could get together right after the new year’s day and 

rehearse. In this way, we could have learnt how the concert goes. It would 

be nicer from the point of making this concert better as well as getting to 

know each other more.  

 

5. To collaborate with ballet and dance. Quartett. 

 

■ Suzukake Junior ChorusSuzukake Junior ChorusSuzukake Junior ChorusSuzukake Junior Chorus    

◎ Usui, Chorus leader, F 

1. To sing with foreign children! 

 

2. To have jumped into the rehearsal of CHIJ (Kellock) on the day of the 

performance and tried to make the harmony better.  

 

3. We are very happy to share some time with talented children from Asia. It 

became a great experience for us to create music pieces together with 

children singing in a different language. 

 

4. I wish I had more time to spend with the Singaporean choir and I could 

speak English… 

 

5. It must be fun if we sing songs from the other countries, and if they sing 

Japanese songs. It would be even better if we could teach each other’s 

songs. 

 

6. It was not easy but a wonderful experience. Thank you very much for 
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inviting us to perform in this beautiful concert.  

 

◎ Ayano Takei, Chorus member, F 

1. To speak English. I did speak a little bit.  

 

2. I made efforts to sing with smile. 

 

3. I was happy to encounter people who I could have never met if I did not 

join this concert.  

 

4. I should act quickly. 

 

5. I would like to introduce Japanese children’s songs.  

 

6. Thank you very much for letting me spend such a valuable time.  

 

◎ Maria Yoshimoto, Chorus member, 5 years old, F 

1. To sing “Volevo un Gatto Nero. I was happy that I could do that.  

 

2. I was sleepy, so tried not to sleep till the end.  

 

3. I was very surprised at the size of Suntory Hall. It was huge. I am happy to 

have performed there.  

 

4. None. 

 

5. I want to sing as a member of Suzukake again.  

 

6. I enjoyed myself very much.  

(The following is form her mother) 

It was a worth seeing, wonderful concert. I would love to come back to see 

it again. It is very nice that children from different countries can be united 

through music. I appreciate very much that my daughter was given this 

chance. I will bring more friends next time. Thank you very much.  

 

■ Children from Shakujii GakuenChildren from Shakujii GakuenChildren from Shakujii GakuenChildren from Shakujii Gakuen (age from 7 to 15) 

1.  

• Everything, and to see friends form CHIJ (Kellock). I was happy that it 

came true.  

• To put make up on, but it did not happen.  

• To meet children from Singapore. 

• To dance and sing with everyone. It was so much fun.  

• To get to know each other with all the children. 

• To be on stage. It did come true and I felt that I became fanous.  

• To meet Alisa (?) from CHIJ (Kellock) again. I did see her again, and I want 

to see her again.    

 

2. 

• English, and choreography. 
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• Singing. 

• I did not participate in the rehearsal much, so I had to sing and dance ad 

lib. 

• Choreography 

• It was hot in the Suntory Hall. 

• None because everything was easy for me.  

• Rehearsing with small children was difficult. I tried hard to sing loud.  

 

3.  

• I was happy that my dream (meeting my friends again) came true. 

• I am happy because I get closer to children from Shakujii Gakuen more 

and to get to know participants of ChildAid Asia.  

• To met many new friends.  

• I could sing very well.  

• I am happy to get the costume and neck warmer.  

• I think it was good that I participated since there were so many people 

around me.  

• I was happy to perform in such a big hall. The food was really good! 

• I am happy because I saw Alisa, Mari-san and everyone form ChildAid 

Asia.  

 

4.  

• None. 

• I should participate in more rehearsals.  

• I should stand on stage where people can see me more.  

• I wanted to sing more loudly. 

• I should take care of younger children more. 

 

5.  

• I would like to try Emcee. 

• I would like to wear a beautiful costume and put make up on.  

• I want to play some instruments.  

• I would like to do the exactly same thing.  

• With small children, the only thing we can do is participating in the 

opening and finale. But I think I can talk about my experience in 

Singapore to the audience, which would be good for those who may go 

to Singapore in the future.  

    

6. 6. 6. 6.     

• It was great to see my friends again and everything, everything was great. 

I really really really want to do this again. Please! 

• I was happy that I could sing well and I could meet many new friends.  

• I was new to this event but I had a great time. Next time, I want to practice 

more.  
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• I was glad that I did sing well, and It was nice to see everyone else’s 

performance.  

• I am proud of myself since I did not make any mistake.  

• What can I say? It was amazing. 

• I was happy to meet many people and could go into so called dressing 

rooms. I want to join in this next time again.  

• I may not be able to participate next time, but for sure I would like to come 

to see the concert. I want to meet up many people. Also, it may be nice if 

we can get together with not only Singaporeans but also other Japanese 

participants.  
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SingaporeSingaporeSingaporeSingapore    

■ Koh Yung Chien Corey (Vocal, 11 years old, M)Koh Yung Chien Corey (Vocal, 11 years old, M)Koh Yung Chien Corey (Vocal, 11 years old, M)Koh Yung Chien Corey (Vocal, 11 years old, M)    

1.1.1.1. I didn’t have a lot of expectation because I knew I was in good hands.  I 

love the food and the Japanese people, I knew I wouldn’t have any 

problem.  The one thing I was looking forward to, was to perform in 

Suntory Hall that I heard so much of.  Suntory Hall was beyond my 

expectation.  It was beautiful and the acoustic was simply breath-taking.  

Amazing!  I wish I could come back again in the future to perform there. 

 

2.2.2.2. My biggest challenge to realize the concert was of course to take time off 

school, especially this year is my national exam year.  Luckily it was early 

enough in January when school just started.  Having said that, the time 

off was extremely worth it.  The experience I gain was invaluable and 

priceless.  If I have to do it again, I will still make the same decision. 

 

3.3.3.3. Friendship is the biggest gain apart from the incalculable experience.  I 

made new friends, especially Yuji Suzuki, his friend and his dad; Julio 

Josua Letik; Katsuki and Junka. I learned a lot about Shamisen and 

Sasando for the first time.  

I met up with Ryuhi Arai, which I never thought it would so soon.  We 

became good friends after his performance in Singapore even though we 

had a little language barrier but it was never an issue.  Some of the 

Singapore performers became very close and we are keeping in touch via 

social media.  We only just had our Lunar New Year Gathering at my 

house a few days ago.  Everyone still talked about our experience in 

Tokyo.  We called our social media group the ‘Tokyo Samurais’, and 

that showed how much we love our Tokyo experience. 

 

4.4.4.4. I know we had time constraints, I wish we had more time resting at night 

and need not wake up too early.  I am only speaking from a vocalist point 

of view because not enough rest could affect our voice.  

 

5.5.5.5. I love Japan overall.  It is a beautiful country.  CAA is such a meaningful 

project.  Before taking part in CAA, it never came to my mind that Japan 

would have underprivileged children.  This experience really opens up my 

mind.  Professionally, I would come back anytime if given any opportunity 

for performance especially a meaningful charitable project like CAA or, 

even competition in Japan.  

I am contemplating the Osaka Competition in October but that is just days 

after my national exam.  I worry about my age as I am not yet the minimum 

age they stipulate and also the time for practice as well.   

 

6.6.6.6. The entire trip was very organized and pleasant. I am glad the organizer 

allowed parents to come along.  Our family really appreciates that the 

organizer was very generous in allowing parents to sit in during all 

rehearsals and taking photographs, as it is certainly part of our 

irreplaceable memory. 

My other little wish is to receive a participation certificate that shows I 
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participated in such wonderful event so I can show my school, teachers, 

friends and family.   

On behalf of my family, I wish to say a big Thank You to the organizers 

from Japan and Singapore and, everyone involved in making this event 

possible. 

 

■ Pung Rae Yue (Piano, 10 years old, F)Pung Rae Yue (Piano, 10 years old, F)Pung Rae Yue (Piano, 10 years old, F)Pung Rae Yue (Piano, 10 years old, F)    

1.1.1.1. Yes, very organised trip. Getting to sight see, shop and rehearse. (We 

expected to able to sightsee, shop and rehearse. We were happy that we 

managed to do all. 

 

2.2.2.2. Sight seeing and shopping in the day and the kids still able to perform their 

best abilities in the evening. It is fortunate that they can sleep on the bus 

before their rehearsals.  :) (For Rae, it was to be able to perform to the 

best of her abilities after a full day of sightseeing and shopping.  It was 

fortunate that she was able to sleep on the bus before the rehearsals) 

 

3.3.3.3. Earning great experience, meeting new friends and visiting Japan. (first 

time to visit Japan) (To gain the experience of performing in Japan and 

meeting new friends as this is the first time we are visiting Japan) 

 

4.4.4.4. I think the performers have done their best. 

 

 

5.5.5.5. To have more similar collaborations with performers from other countries. 

(We would love to have more such collaborations with performers from 

other countries.)  

 

6.6.6.6. We are very happy about the trip! Both of the guides were very helpful 

with Rae's allergies. It was a very enjoyable and memorable trip to Japan! 

 

■ Ananya Ravishankar Diddapur (Vocal, 13 years old, F)Ananya Ravishankar Diddapur (Vocal, 13 years old, F)Ananya Ravishankar Diddapur (Vocal, 13 years old, F)Ananya Ravishankar Diddapur (Vocal, 13 years old, F)    

1. It was my first time in Japan and so I did not fully know what to expect. I 

had heard from many other people that it was a nice place with friendly 

people and that was absolutely true! Before coming I had looked up about 

Suntory hall on the Internet, the pictures were amazing but when I walked 

on the stage I was blown away by the beauty and grandeur of the hall. 

Overall I think Japan was way beyond my expectations and would love to 

visit it again! 

 

2. I think that the biggest challenge was the preparation and to make sure 

my voice was taken care of in the cold wintery weather. This was a new 

experience for me as I am used to singing here in Singapore, which is a 

warm place. I also was not sure how jet lag would affect my voice, but 

everybody was helpful, encouraging and we didn’t really get time to think 

about jet lag. Hence everything worked out fine! 

 

3. I think the best part of any experience is meeting new people and 
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personally I think that I was able to fulfill this. I think that one of the best 

things was sharing a room with many talented Japanese artists backstage, 

on the day of the performance. I was the only Singaporean amongst them 

but I never felt left out. My mother and I were very welcomed and even 

though we couldn’t speak the same language we communicated in 

other ways. We all helped each other and I even learnt how to make a 

paper crane from origami paper! I feel that they all helped make my 

experience better and I hope that we can all meet up again. I am also so 

happy to be part of Child Aid itself! I think that it is a very great 

organization and am happy to bring this message all around the world. 

Finally my high point would be when I was told that her Highness The 

Princess appreciated my voice. 

 

4. I would have loved if I could have learnt Japanese and that is my goal for 

my next visit there. Also I have truly been inspired by the amount of talent 

I have seen in Japan. As an artist I always take every experience as a new 

learning opportunity and always strive to improve. My CA experience has 

really helped me to focus and assess my performances in a constructive 

way. 

 

5. If I had the honor of performing again in CAA I would love to sing no 

matter what it would be. I would enjoy to sing something in Japanese so I 

can reach out to the audience. Partnering with a Japanese artist would 

also be something I would look forward to. 

6. Everything was organized, fun and everybody was friendly. It was a 

tremendously positive experience. I enjoyed going to the schools and 

meeting the little children (so kawaii!!). The activities on the last day were 

also very fun! If I could do it all over again I would!!!! 

 

■ Ong Yi Ting (Flute, 10 years old, F) Ong Yi Ting (Flute, 10 years old, F) Ong Yi Ting (Flute, 10 years old, F) Ong Yi Ting (Flute, 10 years old, F)     

1.1.1.1. I expected lots of rehearsals. It didn’t really came true as we had a lot of 

fun visiting places of interests. 

 

2.2.2.2. Getting the right sound balance 

 

3.3.3.3. Getting to know more friends and to play in the Suntory Hall and also 

contribute to the fund raising. 

 

4.4.4.4. Make more Japanese friends by learning how to speak Japanese. 

 

5.5.5.5. Would like to be able to contribute to more charity performances 

 

6.6.6.6. I enjoyed the concert and the visiting very much although the schedule 

was very tight.  Thank you. 

    

■ Shawn Loh (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 16 years old)  

1. I was expecting several rehearsals to be scheduled for us as some of the 

performers we were working with were not based in Singapore. 
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I also knew that we would not have as much time as we wanted to tour 

Tokyo because we would probably be in lots of rehearsals, and it was true 

 

2. I feel that the inability for the performers to communicate smoothly to one 

another hampered the camaraderie of the performers. (Eg us 

Singaporean performers did not really get to interact much with some of 

the Japanese, as we did not know much of the Japanese Language) 

For Animato Quad, it was difficult at times to find a place to rehearse, 

especially during the rehearsal at Suntory Hall. As a piano was not 

available in the dressing room we were allocated, we had to wait before 

we could use the piano and thus we had less rehearsal time. 

For my accompaniment part to Flautist Kanon Honda, the most 

challenging aspect was the time given to me to perfect the piece. I was 

only given a week to perfect the piece, and I had to perform the piece 

(Cinema Paradiso) once at a concert organised by my piano teacher just 

two days before we left for Japan. I'm relieved that I managed to learn the 

song just in time for the concert, as the many hours of rehearsal daily 

(stretching more than 3hs sometimes) trying to familiarize myself with the 

piece have been truly worth it. 

 

3. For me, it has been a great honour to be able to perform overseas, in one 

of the most prestigious concert halls in Asia.  

I am also extremely glad to know that the ChildAid Asia Tokyo Concert 

2014 has benefitted many underprivileged children from the Shakuji 

Gakuen. It has always been a joy for me to perform knowing that my effort 

(and Animato Quad's effort) will go a long way in touching the lives of 

other children, children who should be enjoying their life joyfully. 

I am also delighted to meet many talented individuals with varying 

personalities. I am also elated that the Singapore contingent (of which 

some participated in ChildAid Singapore 2013) got closer through this trip. 

(In fact we recently met for a catch up session last Sunday, 9 Feb) this trip 

has been truly unforgettable because of the camaraderie forged during 

the bus trips (the interactions and laughter). 

 

4. I could have showed more enthusiasm during rehearsals. Throughout the 

trip, I did not sleep well and as such, I was usually lethargic when it came to 

the rehearsals. Mind over matter, I should still have put in more energy 

when rehearsing the beginning and final act. 

Also I should have been more serious and learnt the Finale Song, "Bridge 

Across the Sea". I only learnt small portions of it thus I had to lip sing for 

most of the performance. 

 

5. I would like to either be able to perform solo on the piano and/or 

accompany another soloist.   

Alternatively, Animato Quad could perform another eight hands piece and 

again inject some comedy into the piece. 

6. As much as this is a "business trip" I hoped that we could have sufficient 

time to tour the attractions of Tokyo. Often, we had too little time to shop 
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and sightsee (especially the 40min tour of Yokohama Chinatown which 

was too little). I am disappointed in that aspect but overall still contented 

that the main objective - giving a good show during CAA - has been 

fulfilled. 

 

■ Marc Neo (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 15 years old, M)Marc Neo (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 15 years old, M)Marc Neo (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 15 years old, M)Marc Neo (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 15 years old, M)    

1. Before i came to Japan, all i expected was to perform my best with my 

group and to get to meet new people. I m glad to say that i personally felt 

that i have achieved both of my expectations and really enjoyed the 

trip.My  goal for the performance was also for people to go home with a 

smile and felt that they really enjoyed the show. I always tell myself that life 

will be so much better with a little fun and humour in it. 

2. The biggest challenge was to remember that my group had only one shot 

and we really had to bring our act together and there was no gap for 

messing up. I was also personally very concerned that the Japanese might 

not appreciate our act and it was a fear and challenge on its own after the 

first rehearsal. 

3. Getting to see different people and knowing that my group and i have 

helped the needy has really been satisfying and a really rewarding 

experience. I am sure that CAA2014 will also provide us with many other 

further performing opportunities and i m really looking forward to these 

opportunities. The experience on a whole has also thought us to really be 

humble and the hard work that really paid off made me really happy. 

4. Personally I felt that my group and i should have taken the rehearsals 

more seriously and treated it as a form of way of getting feedback in order 

to further improve our act. 

5. I would really like to seek for further music performing opportunities after 

this opportunity as performing is really fun and although it might be tiring 

and stressful at points, but completing an act and really giving it your best 

is really humbling and rewarding as a person. 

6. Make the trip longer so we have more time to tour Japan (haha) 

Thanks Aqram and your team for the trip. It was a really memorable and 

enriching experience. 

 

■ Luke Wong (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 16 years old, M)Luke Wong (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 16 years old, M)Luke Wong (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 16 years old, M)Luke Wong (Piano, a member of Animato Quad, 16 years old, M)    

1. Before i went to Japan, i expected it to be very fun and enriching. When i 

went there, I felt that it has greatly exceeded my expectations as i really 

had alot of fun not only bonding with the ChildAid group from Singapore 

but also making new friends in Japan. 

 

2. The biggest challenge for my group was the fact that we had to change 

our performance to suit the performance in Japan. For example, in Tokyo, 

we thought that the stage had audience looking from all sides, thus we 

changed our performance to suit the stage.  

 

3. What made me most happy about ChildAid Tokyo 2014 was that many 

friendships were forged and we also bonded together as a group. 
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4. We felt that we could have added more funny antics at the ending of the 

performance to make the overall experience more interesting and make 

the ending less abrupt. 

 

5. We would like to play together as a group once again, but we will think of 

something completely new and unique. 

 

6. I feel that we should start combined rehearsals earlier, as taking the 

CAA2014 as an example, we only started learning the starting and 

ending song the day before the actual concert and even up till the actual 

concert, there were still come performers who were quite unsure about 

when to wave their hands, etc. 

 

■ Jonathan Tan (Piano, Animato Quad, 17 years old, M)Jonathan Tan (Piano, Animato Quad, 17 years old, M)Jonathan Tan (Piano, Animato Quad, 17 years old, M)Jonathan Tan (Piano, Animato Quad, 17 years old, M)    

1. Before coming to Japan, I didn't really have any expectations about this 

trip as the thought of just performing in Japan is already a blessing and a 

dream come true. But of course, we expected that this trip would be like 

those school immersion trips where we would have to go through boring 

cultural exchanges and intensive rehearsals without getting to adequately 

enjoy ourselves. However, upon arriving in Japan, all these worries and 

thought completely vanished as we found ourselves not just immersing in 

the Japanese culture, but in fact, having a great lot of fun. Honestly, we 

didn't expect this much fun from a mere 6-days trip. :D  

 

2. Biggest challenge was the practice. As Animato Quad is a 4-person group, 

we have to allocate time for all of us to meet together to practice for the 

concert. However, with sufficient individual practice, this is easily resolved 

eventually as we are so familiar with our individual parts that we can 

focus on improving on the group's music and entertainment value. 

 

3. Taking part in CAA2014 indeed widened my view and interactions with 

the Japanese performers and of course, shed light on the renowned 

Japanese culture. Being in a very sheltered environment in Singapore,. 

 

4. During this trip, as i was one of the oldest in the group, I felt that one room 

for me to improve was that i should participate more actively and help the 

organizers to coordinate and take care of the young performers.  

 

5. If I am given a chance to perform in CAA again, I would like to incorporate 

not just comedy into the art of piano playing but also Animato Quad's 

unique improvisations and to include some Singapore characteristics into 

our playing to have a meaningful exchange with the Japanese 

counterparts.  

 

6. The trip was too short! We had so much fun we did not want to return to 

Singapore. But nevertheless, great job to the Producers and Organizers of 

CAA for planning such a successful and meaningful concert/trip!!!  
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■ Aoden Teo Masa Toshi (Cello, 11 years old, M)Aoden Teo Masa Toshi (Cello, 11 years old, M)Aoden Teo Masa Toshi (Cello, 11 years old, M)Aoden Teo Masa Toshi (Cello, 11 years old, M)    

1. I was expecting to meet lots of different people from Japan, other 

countries and Singapore and making friends.  I was also expecting to 

practice with a pianist and that in the end the practice and new 

experiences playing in rehearsal and Suntory Hall would improve my 

performance more than practicing alone. All of this came true.   I wasn't 

expecting to learn so much about Japanese culture but I did. I found 

visiting the disaster center and the Japanese school a very unique 

experience that I will always remember.  I find after the trip that I am 

enriched not just as a musician but as a person because the trip was a 

great blend of music learning and cultural learning. 

 

2. The biggest challenge was for me to fill the hall with my cello sound and 

play louder than I have ever played. 

 

3. I love the feeling of CAA. Everyone was very friendly, helpful and 

kind.  Everyone wished each other well.  It was an amazing, inspiring and 

comfortable environment to play in and it felt like a family. 

 

4.  I would love to be able to play louder because I love the acoustics of 

Suntory Hall and how my cello sounds with no microphone. I would love to 

be able to properly fill Suntory hall with my sound.  I look forward to 

practicing this skill and later moving up to the full size cello. 

 

5. I would have loved to have played some Japanese traditional music with 

other Japanese musicians so that I could bring the sound home and play 

it for my grandmother.  I hope that one day I can do this.  I would also love 

to meet some Japanese cellists and play with them for fun. 

I would like to help inspire others to play music because I find great 

comfort and joy in it and so I would love to play with cellists who are just 

beginning or who might want to start learning and need a little help 

getting started on how to practice while still having fun. 

  

6. I had a wonderful experience and I would like to thank you for inviting me 

and making it such a positive and enriching experience.  

 

■ Dineaish Rajendran (Emcee, from the Little Arts Academy, 10 years old, Dineaish Rajendran (Emcee, from the Little Arts Academy, 10 years old, Dineaish Rajendran (Emcee, from the Little Arts Academy, 10 years old, Dineaish Rajendran (Emcee, from the Little Arts Academy, 10 years old, 

M) M) M) M)     

1. I expected Japan to be very cold and snowing but it did not come true. 

 

2. The biggest challenge that I faced was memorizing the script.  And when 

the script was changed it was difficult for me to memorize it again. 

 

3. I was not happy but excited as it was my first time travelling to other 

country and boarding a plane. 

 

4. No 
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5. I want to participate in the next ChildAid concert in Singapore. 

 

6. The best thing in that has happened in my life is going to Japan.  The 

concert was awesome 

 

 

MalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysia    

■ Goh Wen Chih (Cello, 13 years old, M)Goh Wen Chih (Cello, 13 years old, M)Goh Wen Chih (Cello, 13 years old, M)Goh Wen Chih (Cello, 13 years old, M)    

1. I didn't know what was actually going on. I thought I was going to take 

part in a cello or orchestral event. So it was a surprise for me. Angel (the 

music instructor) didn't quite know about ChildAid. 

 

2. Language barrier. When I was with the other two partners without a 

translator, I was at a loss.  

 

3. I actually enjoyed the whole process. But I enjoyed the audience's 

applause most.....to me, it was a sign of appreciation from the audience 

and that encourages me to continue doing what I enjoy most.   

 

4. Not really. I could perhaps play even better, as a team member..... 

 

5. I would like to play in a chamber group, like a quartet...or perhaps in a 

larger ensemble, even in an orchestra.  

 

6. Rehearsals were rather disorganized, and the performers were slow in 

moving in and out of the stage. Stage manager wasn't effective. 

 

IndonesiaIndonesiaIndonesiaIndonesia    

■ Julio Josua Letik (Sasando, 14 years old, M)Julio Josua Letik (Sasando, 14 years old, M)Julio Josua Letik (Sasando, 14 years old, M)Julio Josua Letik (Sasando, 14 years old, M)    

(These are commented by Julio’s guardian.)  

1.   Prior to Julio’s departure to Japan, we have received and watched a CD 

on ChildAid Asia 2012. As a result, Julio’s expectation, regarding the 

upcoming ChildAid Asia in Japan, is of excellent quality, happy and of 

high quality. The result met his expectation indeed. 

 

2. The challenges we faced in attending the event are: 

a.   We did not get a full sponsorship for Japan and had to use some of 

our own funds – flights from Kupang to Bali (pick up visa) to Jakarta and 

Jakarta back to Kupang. 

b.  The timing of the departure was very tight, from audition to departure 

to Japan. Moreover, the original agreement was to find sponsor for local 

cost and it turned out we also had to help find sponsor for the trip to 

Japan return, because Iggi did not get a sponsor, In the end Julio almost 

did not make it to Japan. 

c.  Because the timing is tight, and the uncertainty of departure plus the 

long holiday period at the Japanese consulate in Bali to obtain the visa, 

made us almost missed getting a visa if not for the help of Ms Kyoko. In 
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the future, should there be an opportunity for Julio to appear in any 

ChildAid Asia event, please provide longer lead time of about 6 months. 

d.  If there was already an agreement to fully sponsor Julio if he passed 

the audition, then the cost of the plane ticket from Kupang to Japan 

return then Julio, as an artist, will not be involved in getting sponsorship 

funds. It is difficult to raise funds in a place like Kupang in the provice of 

Nusa Tenggara Tengah, as this is one of Indonesia’poorest province 

and it is difficult to get sponsorship from the Government and even the 

private sector. There is a lack of appreciation from the Government and 

the private sector for events such as ChildAid Asia and such participation 

is usually borne by the individual.  

  

3.  What made us happy in participating in ChildAid Asia in Japan are:  

 - The warmth exhibited by the organizers and the audience in the 

duration of the event. 

 - The event was watched by Princess Kiko from Japan, and to meet up 

with her, up close and personal, to hear her comments on the Sasando 

playing by Julio. 

 - Hotel room that is excellent. 

 - Ambiance and location of the practice which are both conducive for 

rehearsal. 

 - The event venue which is beautiful. 

 - The Mc and the ChildAid Asia event itself which is very professional. 

 - The city of Tokyo which is also beautiful. 

 - The event itself which is fun, of quality and also spectacular. 

 - Delighted because Julio was interviewed by the TV station. 

  

4.  What we could have worked or done better than what we did at the 

event are: 

 - ChildAid Asia is the most spectacular performance that I have ever 

participated in as long as I have been playing the Sasando since 2 years 

ago. The rehearsal was something that I can work harder on in future for 

any upcoming ChildAid event or any other event. 

  

5.  After I played at ChildAid Asia, therefore I planned and have a dream as 

follow: 

 - Perform at the same performance level (that I did in ChildAid Asia) in 

Indonesia or in any other countries in the future. 

 - Improve my Sasando playing and learn more songs to play on the 

Sasando so that I can play better quality music with the Sasando that will 

be appreciated by the audience. 

 

6.  My comment about the concert or the trip to Japan are: 

 -  The concert is spectacular 

 -  If there is one extra day where the performers and the organizers can 

go together and visit different locations in Japan so that we can tell our 

relatives, friends and others of our wonderful time in a new country like 

Japan.
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“ChildAid Asia 2014” 
Feedback on the Fukushima Children Tour  

 
 

◎ Thank you very much for giving me a chance to join this project. 

I was amazed since children of my age sang and performed majestically at 

ChildAid Asia Tokyo 2014. They must have practiced a lot. I would like to see 

it again.  

The Ryokan was a place I could feel its history. I had time to talk to my friends 

a lot and could make a great memory.  

Next day, we went Namja Town, where I played at the Mononoke Expedition 

attraction. It was a bit scary but I had fun with everyone.  

Through this two days trip, I felt that friends are important. I thought it was 

great that children of my age were performing well as if they were adults. I 

also should make every effort even for the small purposes. I want to join a 

project like this again. Thank you very much.  

 

 

◎ My friend asked me to join this tour.  

First, we went to the Tokyo tower. It is very high and the scenery was very 

pretty. Then, we went to see ChildAid Asia 2014. The voice of singers is clear 

and beautiful. Those who performed instruments such as the piano and the 

flute never made a mistake and fingers are moving so sensitively. I thought 

they are great.  

At Ryokan we all had a good time talking and I slept very well. At Namja Town, 

we enjoyed ourselves very much and eat yummy foods.  

2 days was short, but I enjoyed myself very much. Thank you very much for 

those planned this tour.  

 

 

◎ I had a great time at the Fukushima Children Tour by Little Creators. I do not 

have a chance to go to Tokyo, so it was good. On the first day, I visited the 

Tokyo Tower for the first time. From the observatory, Tokyo looked very small. 

Looking the town from the high place, everything looks small but I could find 

the famous buildings that I usually see on TV. In the evening, we saw the 

concert, the main event of the tour. People from Japan, Singapore and other 

countries sang together, played some instruments and showed us many 

performances. Chorus teams were singing very beautifully. Although I did not 

understand foreign language, I could feel them singing. There was also a lot 

collaboration such as a foreign instrument I have never seen. All the 

performances became my memory. Next day, we went Namja Town. I rode 

many rides with everyone. The haunted house had many tricks and I was a 

bit nervous, but I could somehow made a goal. I also tried many other 

interesting attractions. This 2 days tour became a very good memory.  

 

 

◎ Thank you very much for making this wonderful opportunity.  

It was my first time to go to the Tokyo Tower, to see the children concert and 

to go to Namja Town. All were my first experience.  
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The Tokyo Tower is very high and I was nervous at the beginning. The more 

we go up, the more nervous I became. When we got off the elevator and saw 

outside, the scenery was very beautiful.  

The children’s concert was surprising since children younger than me, as old 

as me, and older than me were playing the piano so beautifully and such and 

such. At Namja Town are many attractions and I enjoyed myself.  

Thank you very much for giving us such a nice opportunity.  

 

 

◎ These two days became such enjoyable days for me by joining the 

Fukushima Children Tour by Little Creators. 

Visiting the Tokyo Tower on the first day, I was happy to see the beautiful 

scenery of Tokyo.  

ChildAid Asia 2014 made me refresh. I had a great time.  

At Namco Namja Town on the second day, the attraction called Mononoke 

Expedition was a bit scary. I want to go back to Namja Town again.  

I appreciate those who took care of us these two days. I would like to join the 

project like this again. Thank you very much for these two days.  

 

 

◎ It was the first time for me to join something like this with a friend of mine. I 

was full of nervousness and excitement.  

At ChildAid Asia, pupils from elementary schools who are in my age sang and 

played instruments. They were all so good. I was moved by them performing 

in such a big hall. I would feel really nervous about being in front of many 

people, so I think they are great.  

Although two days passed all too soon, I enjoyed the scenery from the Tokyo 

Tower’s observatory, played some games at Namco Namja Town, and made 

some print club stickers. I would like to go back to Tokyo again. 

 

 

◎ I joined the tour for the first time. Although it was the first time for me to join 

it by myself, I had been looking forward to going to Tokyo.  

From Sun Life, it took about 6 hours to Tokyo. Once we came into Tokyo, I 

saw the Sky Tree and the Rainbow Bridge. I have never seen the Tokyo 

Tower close, so I realized how tall it is in arriving there. I enjoyed going up to 

the observatory for the first time.  

Then at the concert, we listen to the music by foreign children. Since I used to 

play the piano, it was very interesting. I was moved by their good 

performances.  

I feel happier than lonely since I could spend some time with new friends. I feel 

more confident to myself after I participated in this tour. If there is another 

chance like this, I would like to take part in it. Thank you.  

 

 

◎ I am very happy that I took part in ChildAid Asia 2014 after I participated in 

an exchange program of cheerleading at the end of last year. Thank you.  

I was looking forward to the children’s concert. In fact the concert was more 

than I was expecting. The most impressive thing was that Rino Kanai who is 
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younger than me created the music pieces by her and sang them. It is 

amazing. Many children not only from Japan but also from Singapore and 

Malaysia encouraged me very much.  

I also would like to try and make lots of efforts, and to encourage people from 

all over the world.  

 

 

◎ I had a great experience at the concert. Especially Singaporean chorus group 

is unforgettable. I also remember the flute performance since I am a member 

of school brass band. I had a great time at the party where I was given a pin 

badge and we took photos together.  

The scenery from the Tokyo Tower was beautiful.  

At Namja Town where I went for the first time, I had fan with children who I 

met during this tour.  

I did make a great memory. Thank you.  

 

 

◎ It was my first time to go to see ChildAid Asia.  

At our first stop, the Tokyo Tower, I was very happy to see the beautiful 

scenery. 

The concert was totally astonishing. I could not believe my eyes because the 

performers are about my age or even younger. Their beautiful voice and 

sounds touched my heart, and I was really moved. Looking at such little 

children performing so well, I felt I may have some talent too, and I feel a bit of 

confidence to myself. It was a really nice concert.  

Next day, I enjoyed Namja Town where I went for the first time, and it became 

a good memory.  

Thank you very much for your kindness. I am very happy about this great 

experience.  

 

 

◎ On that day, we left for Tokyo from Sun Life Minami-Soma at 9:00. We went 

to the Tokyo Tower, took photos, went inside, took a photo of Noppon, took 

an elevator, and I felt sick when the elevator was going up. I saw Odaiba form 

the observatory. Nest we went to the concert. Since it was inside the building, 

I was not sure about our location.  

On the second day,  we went to Namja Town in Ikebukuro. I had fun with 

Magical Academy. There I was hit by the stick, but I had a great time. I also 

had fun with Katori Hunter. Monhan was good, too. I could buy many things 

since we had so much time to buy souvenirs.  

I made the good memory at the end of the elementary school. Thank you.  

 

 

◎ We left for Tokyo from Sun Life Minami-Soma. First we went to the 

observatory of the Tokyo Tower, but I felt sick in an elevator. Tokyo looked so 

beautifully from the special observatory. We met Noppon, the image 

character of Tokyo Tower. And we went to the famous concert. I thought it 

is great to have a children concert. Everyone was very good at singing.  

On the second day, I did not ride much at Namja Town, and played with 
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Monster Hunter 4 a lot. There I bought souvenirs. I got souvenirs that I can 

only get in Kanto area.  

I made a great memory of the elementary school. Thank you.  

 

 

◎ We all got together at Sun Life Minami-Soma and left for Tokyo. First we 

went to see the Tokyo Tower. I was surprised since it is higher than I thought. 

Inside the tower was Noppon, the image character. The elevator was packed, 

and the tower is so high, so I felt sick. After visiting the Tokyo Tower, we had 

dinner in a bus. The food was really yummy. Then we went to ChildAid Asia. 

I was moved to listen to beautiful voice and sounds by younger children.  

On the second day, we went to Namja Town. I tried some rides of Magical 

Academy and Katori Hunter. Then we had ice all together, and played the 

game.  

I would like to participate in the project like this if there is a chance again. 

Thank you.  

 

 

◎ The instruments at the concert had a tremendous impact. The violin had the 

most impact. I would like to be a good performer too.  

 

 

◎ I though the girl in the 3rd grade who writes and sing is great. I do not think I 

can be a music writer, I would like to follow her as a good example and to 

create something myself. Thank you for inviting me.  
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“ChildAid Asia 2014” 

Feedback on the Fukushima Children Tour 
from parents 

 
 

◎ Thank you very much for inviting us. The tour was wonderful, and it seems all 

the children obtained something through the tour, and find their potentiality. It 

was a great experience for them. Thank you.   

 

◎ Thank you very much for inviting us such a wonderful concert. My children, 

12 years old son and 9 years old daughter, was very surprised at the chance 

that they listen to the music in such a wonderful hall and that all the 

performers in their age performed so well. They were blown away and 

mumbled that they must practice a lot and that they are great.  Fortunately, 

after the great earthquake, children from Minami Soma city have been cared 

and encouraged by many people, so that they once again started to dream 

about the future. My daughter started the badminton, and now she wants to 

go to the Olympian. At the concert, she realized that she could also make her 

dream come true if she practices a lot. I myself was encouraged by children 

(including my daughter) chasing dreams, and realized that we adult have to 

live strongly with a hope. I sincerely hope that this children’s concert will last 

long, that many children from many other countries will participate, and that 

they become professional musician. Thank you very much for the opportunity.  

 

◎ Thank you very much for taking part in Fukushima Children Tour by Little 

Creators. I enjoyed the concert ChildAid Asia 2014 very much without feeling 

the language and cultural differences. My son and daughter are especially 

interested in the piano, and watched “Galop Marche” with huge round eyes. 

This piece was their favorite. My son seemed influenced, and has practiced 

the piano a lot since he came back from Tokyo. They also made new friends 

during the tour and had wonderful time at Namja Town. Thank you very 

much for letting us experience by the tour, which we cannot at Minami Soma 

city. I am appreciated for this chance to attend this concert. Thank you all, 

who planned this tour, supported this tour, from the bottom of my heart.  

 

 


