
 

 
The 50th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations 

between Japan and Singapore 

 
Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Organizes by 

 

NPO Little Creators 

2-2-15-1403 Minami-Aoyama Minato-ku, 107-0062 Tokyo Japan 

http://www.littlecreators.jp/   http://www.childaidasia.com/2016/ 

  



ChildAid Asia 2016 
Concert Details 
 

Date: January 6, 2016 (Wed) 18：30−20：30 

Venue: Suntory Hall 

 

Partner: The Little Arts Academy / 10 Square @ Orchard Central / CHIJ (Kellock) /  

Yu Neng Primary School (Singapore) / The Smile Team  Option (Malaysia) / 

Cadenza Music (Indonesia) / Atek Jacinto Studio (the Philippines) 

 

Supported by: Embassy of the Republic of Singapore / Embassy of the Republic of  

Indonesia /The Japan-Singapore Association / The Business Times Budding 

Artists Fund / Global Cultural Alliance (Singapore) / Child Aid Asia Fund KL 

(Malaysia) / The Band Alliance (the Philippines) 

 

Cooperated by: Tokyo Metropolitan Shakujii Gakuen / Misono Kodomo-no-Ie 

 

Workshop Supporter: Floworld for Children Foundation / Studio of the Colors /  

Yuko Sumiyoshi  

 

Food Sponsor: Keiko Sakane / SAKANEKE & Co. / CHICKEN RICE TOKYO 

    

Funded by: JKA 

 

 

 

  Japan Foundation Asia Center 

 

Special Presenter: Cerebos Pacific Limited 

 

  

 Co-Presenter:  The RICE Company Limited 

 

Photos:   Masami Takahashi / Naoya Ikegami 

 
 



ChildAid Asia 2016 
Report 

 

■	 Discovery of Young Talents 
Cerebos Pacific Limited’s sponsorship once again made it possible for NPO Little Creators to hold 

ChildAid Asia at Suntory Hall. 123 performers presented the concert who are from Singapore, Malaysia, 

Indonesia, the Philippines, Thai and Japan. 

Among them are a child studying in Europe whose 

talent has been recognized worldwide and a child 

going to a college in the USA with a scholarship.  

 

The number of children coming to the audition in 

Japan is growing, and for Child Aid Asia 2016 we 

received children from Tohoku to Kansai areas. It 

is difficult for judges to select children since all are 

very good musicians. Some children are already aiming at performing in other ChildAid concerts in Asia 

since there are some performers in the past ChildAid Asia in Japan invited to Singapore and Malaysia: 

In August, 2015, Asami Wada (CAA ’11), Asuto Kitamura (CAA ’14) and Mayu Azuma (FC ’15) 

participated in ChildAid Asia @ KL; and Kanon Honda (CAA ’14) was invited to ChildAid in Singapore in 

December. In addition, some performers who took part in ChildAid Asia 2016 are already considered to 

be performers for the 2016 edition of other ChildAid concerts in Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore. 

 

What should be mentioned specially is that “Dies Irae” 

composed by Asuto Kitamura who is an alumnus of 

ChildAis Asia and studying in Swaziland right now. It would 

be wonderful if we will be able to introduce talented young 

composers from now on, not only talented performers. 

 

 

■	 International Exchange in Asia 
Because the year of 2016 is the 50th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between 

Japan and Singapore, only Singaporean and Japanese children presented the first half of the concert. 

“Senbonzakura (One Thousand Cherry Tree)” was a unique collaboration of a guzheng, a Koto, a 

Wa-Taiko and a marimba, which was especially well accepted by 1,000 audiences. The first half was 

closed with “Home” that is the Singapore’s most loved song by Dick Lee, and audience sang together 

with children, which united the whole theater in peace.  

 



Inviting a child from Thailand for the first time to 

ChildAid Asia, children from 6 countries 

collaborated and presented a beautiful concert in 

the second half. 

 

As mentioned above, there is a possibility for 

children to perform again with oversea friends if 

they are selected to join in other ChildAid concerts 

in Asia. Moreover, when they apply for international 

music competitions and festivals, they often see each other and even perform together occasionally. 

Many happy reunions have been reported. 

 

■	 Participation of Needy Children  
Generally the same child is not selected twice because NPO Little Creators would like to give a chance 

to as many children as possible to perform at ChildAid Asia, bust children who have to live at nursing 

homes are exception. The participants from Metropolitan Shakujii Gakuen nursing home challenged 

and succeeded to sing songs in English, and some of them started to study English very hard to 

communicate with oversea performers. It is wonderful to see the concert also became a chance for 

children to obtain the desire to study.  

The visual art works children from Misono Kodomo-no-Ie nursing home were exhibited in the concert 

and the souvenir program. NPO Little Creators hold an art workshop at Misono Kodomo-no-Ie on the 

third Sunday of every month. On January 6, they participated the flower arrangement workshop 

together with children from the Little Arts Academy, Singapore. Their flowers decorated the foyer of the 

venue with kites they created in December. The other art piece exhibited at the foyer is also a 

collaboration work by children from Misono Kodomo-no-Ie and the Little Arts Academy. During the last 

summer they exchange postcards, on which they drew flowers in their hearts, which were eventually 

combined like a mosaic image.  

 

The children’s network is growing in the field of visual arts, not only in that of music.  

 

On January 7, the next day of the concert, oversea and Japanese participants visited Tokyo 

Metropolitan Shakujii Gakuen. Over 100 children competed with rope skipping and bomboo-copter 

flying. Children from Shakujii Gakuen also learned about and enjoyed Batik dyeing. 2 hours seemed to 

fly away, and they sang songs together with tears instead of saying good-bye. 
 

 

 

 



■	 Supporters 
Her Imperial Highness Princess Akishino 

expresses her delight to concert.  

 

H.E. Ambassador Mr. Chin and madam also 

graced the concert. They have been always 

concerned about children from disadvantaged 

background in Japan and organize a fund raising 

concert and luncheon prior to ChildAid Asia 2016. 

 

Alumni of ChildAid Asia are also big supporters. After the concert was a reception sponsored 

by Cerebos Pacific Limited. They kindly considered and designed this reception for children to 

eat and enjoy the conversation with their new friends. The Alumni of ChildAid Asia voluntary 

organized a mini concert for performers. 

They are also the ones who picked up 

oversea talents at the airport, cleaned the 

dressing rooms and turned the pages of 

music scores on stage. Some of them come 

and give hands at the workshops at nursing 

homes, too. NPO Little Creators appreciates 

and is really proud of them understanding 

the spirit of helping each other.  

 

■	 Next Concert 
Friendship Concert – ChildAid Asia Incubation programme in 2017 and ChildAid Asia 2018 will be 

organized.  

  



ChildAid Asia 2016 
Feedback from the performers 

 

1. Before you come to Japan, what were you expecting? And did it come true?  

2. What was the biggest challenge for you to realize this concert? 

3. What made you happy by taking part in CAA2014? 

4. Is there anything that you could have done better or more? 

5. If you participate in CAA, what would you like to do next? 

6. If there is any comment about the concert and/or the trip, please let us know.  

 

■Mayu Azuma (Japan) 

1. What I looked forward was to share the time and enjoy music with those who we are not able to 

communicate using languages. I do not understand oversea performers in language, but we could 

harmonize our mind and create music. It came true that I spend fun time with many people and we became 

good friends!  

2. The biggest challenge was that I could not suggests something like “we should play this part of the music 

like this” using words during rehearsals. I tried my best to let the others understand me by gestures. 

3. I am vey happy because I made many oversea friends and spend satisfying time with them, and also 

because I understood and respect them by learning that they are from different cultures, and use different 

languages and instruments. 

4. I wish there were much time for all the performers to talk each other and eat meals. 

5. I would like to perform with more people from different background and to save more time to interact with 

them.  

6. My experience from previous ChildAid Asia in Japan and Malaysia helped me to be a good participant at 

CAA 2016. I decided to interact with as many children as possible during the concert period, and utilizing my 

poor English, I was aggressive enough to communicate with them and build good relationship. I am sure that 

I did enjoy CAA 2016 more than ever since I did get to know many performers. Once I started to know them, 

I started to care about the others. I also discovered that we are able to build better relationship if we get to 

know each other more and respect each other. That is why I would like to take an advent of this experience 

and make good relationship with all the people I am going to meet in my life. Thank you very much to all the 

staff for supporting us.  

  

■Rena Ishihara (Japan) 

1. I think I could create music with people who speak different languages, live far and are different age. 

2. I regret about my language skills. Also it was the first time for me to perform Jazz, so that it was not easy 

to feel the rhythms and express some accents. 

3. My network with people expanded. The time period was short, but I could get a deep condensed 

experience.  



4. I was not able to talk to all the performers. I was shy to approach them too. I wish I could have 

communicated with them more.  

5. I would like to make a fusion performance of theater and concert elements like comedy.  

6. It was indeed a wonderful experience. I appreciate all of you to share moments with me.  

 

■Shuei Ito (Japan) 

1. I was looking forward to performing at Suntory Hall. I felt so good since the echo at this hall is excellent. 

2. It was difficult to communicate with the pianist I collaborated with. I wish I could speak English better. I 

was nervous because there was much audience, but I did my best to perform my music.  

3. I was very happy that many people gave me compliments. I also felt very fortunate that I had a chance to 

perform with many oversea artists.   

4. I wish I could become closer to the other performers. I wish I could have created much better music with 

my collaborators. 

5. I would like to try the Clarinet quintet and ensembles with other instruments.  

6. I appreciate very much that I was given a chance to perform at Suntory Hall where not everyone can 

perform. It was the memorable moments when I performed in front of so many audiences and was given  

“Bravo” form them. When I was watching the others performing, I felt I need to practice more. I realized that 

we could be united through music. I hope I perform in many countries in the future.  

 

■Yuka Kato (Japan) 

1. I was happy to see Clarissa and Mayu once again. It became a good memory to perform with them again.  

2. Playing 2 pianos requires more spiritual and physical energy then I expected, so that I was worried about 

performing with Kant after a few rehearsals. But once we were on stage, I felt ease and could harmonize 

with him very well till the end of the piece. I recognized the mysterious power of music.  

3. To have made many new friends. I became good friends with CAA alumni. In addition, I felt that I could 

step forward as a human beings and musician after this concert. 

4. I wish I could have gotten much closer to Kant. It was disappointing that Kant went back to school right 

after the concert.  

5. To be an accompanist for CAA’s theme song, I want to be a pianist who can express much rich in sound 

quality. I, moreover, want to try an ensemble with many other instruments.  

6. Thank you very much for giving me an opportunity to perform once again. I was very please to do 2 

pianos. Because of the experience from the previous year, I was comfortable to perform on stage even the 

rehearsal time period was not long. Through the concert, I realized that we can perform by supported by 

many people. I am going to challenge to my dream with thanks to others.   

 

■Kiho Shinomiya (Japan)  

1. To get to know people from abroad and be friend with them. It came true, and I realized that music is the 

universal language because we did understand each other by gestures, without languages, and we became 



so close that we had to cry to say good-bye. 

2. “Dies Irae” composed by Asuto Kitamura was very difficult, and it was the first time for me to collaborate 

with string instruments, which is totally different from performing by myself. But I did my best. 

3. To get close to people from different ages, and different nations. To listen to many kinds of performance.  

4. I was too nervous to talk to anyone, but on the 3rd day finally I could get close to many. I wish I could have 

talked to them from the 1st day.  

5. I would like to collaborate with many other instruments.  

6. I did not know about CAA and applied to the audition recommended by Asuto. Since I was selected, I had 

been very exited; however, I have no oversea friends. I have performed only solo, or 4 hands, or 2 pianos. I 

have no idea how I can perform with a violinist. Thanks to CAA staff and co-performers. Everyone was 

talking to me and I became less shy day by day. I learnt that music is the tool to communicate any person no 

matter how old s/he is no matter where s/he is from. I appreciate Asuto who recommended me to join this 

concert. Thank you, CAA staff, teachers, family members and friends. I hope that I will have another chance 

to collaborate with many other people and many other instruments.  

 

■Emiko Suzuki (Japan) 

1. Duet with Giedie. It came true by singing more comfortably then my expectation, and our voice was 

harmonized well.  

2. To memorize music pieces.  

3. To be able to communicate with oversea performers, to feel special excitement, which I have never felt 

before, and to perform together with so many talented performers on stage. 

4. I should have practice more the theme songs. 

5. I wish I could do duet with Giedie once again. I also wish to sing with many other solo vocalists and make 

a chorus with them. 

6. I feel honored to be on very rare kind of stage. I thank all the people who supported us. If I can meet my 

new friends I met at CAA, I want to communicate with them in better English. I am looking forward to reunion. 

It became the great memory to sing in front of Kiko-sama (HIH Princess Akishino) at Suntory Hall! Thank 

you!  

 

■Ririko Takagi (Japan) 

1. To perform at Suntory Hall with everyone.  

2. To collaborate. 

3. To encounter many people through performance. 

4. I wish I had more time to be with them and practice. School had already started, and it was hard for me to 

spend more time at CAA rehearsals.  

5. I would like to play classical music.  

6. It was a wonderful experience. I will never forget about it in my life. I keep doing my best with this 

experience as my energy.  



■Shuto Chiba (Japan) 

1. Collaboration. It came true.  

2. Volume of the sound when I collaborated with other instruments. 

3. To interact with oversea performers and with those who I was not collaborating. 

4. I wish I had more time to spend with those who I was not collaborating. 

5. Collaboration with Shamisen and Koto.  

6. Thank you very much for this variable experience. I experienced many “first time” such as solo 

performance and collaboration. Also I feel that I have to study foreign languages since I met oversea 

performers. In addition, I feel honor that my performance actually support needy children. I hope that I can 

keep supporting the others like this concert.  

 

■Azusa Mori (Japan) 

1. To perform with oversea children. 

2. To start from the scratch at the first day of the rehearsal because the score everyone had was different in 

tune and in length.  

3. To become friends with those who perform instruments, whom I usually do not meet. 

4. Watching the Shamisen group performing, I thought it might be better for the Koto players to perform as a 

group in a big hall.  

5. I would like to collaborate with Sylvia once again.  

6. Thank you very much for the experience not so many people can have.  

 

■Asuka Yoda (Japan) 

1. To be good friends with all the performers. It came true.  

2. To collaborate during the rehearsals. 

3. To become friends with those who I collaborated with. 

4. Before we start the rehearsals, we should have check one another’s scores. 

5. I would like to perform together with those who play different instruments. 

6. I was very happy to perform at Suntory Hall I used to dream about. I want to perform with Sylvia in 

Singapore next. I want to perform at Vietnam. I heard friends are waiting for me there. Thank you very much 

for everyone that supported this concert. It was so much fun that I would like to collaborate with everyone 

again.  

 

■Chiba Wakashio Boys and Girls Chorus 

Miyu Tsutsumi 
1. To sing “Bridge across the Sea” with everyone. I was very happy.  

2. I made much effort to reach the feeling when I sang “Flower Blooming”. 

3. To make many friends from many countries. 

4. No.  



5. I want to sing again with everyone.  

6. I felt so good singing on a wonderful stage. Thank you.  

 

Shoko Noguchi 
1. I was looking forward to become friends with oversea participants. I became very close to two of 

Singaporean participants.  

2. It was hard to memorize a English song without any mistake. I practiced again and again.  

3. To talk and become friends with oversea participants. I was also happy to see good singers and good 

players on the same stage. I was happy to sing at Suntory Hall.  

4. I wish I could speck English. English is difficult because I am still in the 4th grade. 

5. I want to go down to the house and make the concert more exciting.  

6. It was great to be on the big stage and sing in front of much audience. To interact with other performers 

was very much fun but the time was so short. I wanted more time. I wanted to finish the concert earlier 

because I got sleepy at the end. 

 

Kikuko Yanada 
1. To sing at Suntory Hall and to listen to performances by those who are in the same age as I am. I was 

inspired by high quality performances by them.  

2. To learn the staging in such a short time. 

3. To sing and collaborate with musically talented young adult in my age from all over the world. 

4. It was a pity that I did not have time to interact with solo performers. 

5. to collaborate with oversea choir. 

6. It was great that I sang at Suntory Hall! It was also very much inspiring since I am also a pianist, 

percussionist, and violinist. It was like a dream but if I can get the same chance, I will do my best for sure. It 

was really a satisfactory concert. Thank you! 

 

■Children from Tokyo Metropolitan Shakujii Gakuen 

Riho 
1. To sing and to meet people who are not Japanese 

2. To sing in high pitch 

3. I was happy to be friends with oversea performers and to sing together.  

4. No. 

5. Dance, sing and piano. 

6. First I was nervous to meet oversea performers, but I could do self-introduction. I want to take part in it 

again. 

 

Takumi 
1. Singing 



2. Singing. 

3. I am happy that I met everyone. 

4. no. 

5. Singing. 

6. I want to participate in it again. 

 

Nao 
1. Singing. It came true. 

2. Singing with no nervousness. 

3. To have become friends with many people. 

4. I wanted to do more “get together” programs. 

5. Chorus. 

6. It was fun to meet and get closer to many people.  

 

Aiki 
1. To sing a song on stage. It came true. 

2. To remember 3 songs. 

3. I realize singing is fun.  

4. To move on and off stage speedy and quietly. 

5. Chorus. 

6. I enjoyed it very much. It was my first time but I will join it next year too.  

 

Mimi 
1. To be on stage. 

2. There was nothing that was hard for me. I did mu best when I dance. 

3. Dancing. 

4. Nothing. 

5. Singing. 

6. I enjoyed myself. 

 

Aimi 
1. To meet Kiko-sama (HIH Princess Akishino). 

2. To wait to use toilet. 

3. To meet Asian children. 

4. To sing facing audience, not back. 

5. ? 

6. I would like to see Asian children again. 

 



Hitomi 
1. I wanted a housemother to come see me. It came true. 

2. I sang very hard. It was a hard work to memorize all the songs.  

3. I became friends with everyone of CAA. 

4. I should have become smart. 

5. I want to be a better girl next time.  

6. I was happy to eat lunch boxes at CAA. 

 

Tomomi 
1. To sing in front of big audience. It came true. 

2. Positioning when singing was difficult.  

3. I am happy that I made friends with Singaporeans and other oversea children.  

4. I should have sung loudly.  

5. I want to sing dancing.  

6. I was very nervous but enjoyed. 

 

Natsumi 
1. To meet oversea participants. It came true!! 

2. Through my previous year’s experience, I was careful with intonation. When doing MC with Insyirah and 

Syahirah, I try to be more natural. 

3. To make many friends and to see some of my friends from previous years again. 

4. I wish I could have spoken more English. 

5. MC!! 

6. I was happy to see some of my friends from previous years again. And I also made new friends. During 

the concert I was shocked with each performance such as “Senbonzakura”. As MC, I could talk slower than 

last year and did not make mistakes. I would like to take part in next year. (No, I will take part in it for sure!!) 

 

Miku 
1. Being MC. Becoming close to children from other countries. 

2. To practice the script.  

3. I think I am getting to be used to English a little bit. Reunion and encounter. 

4. To practice more. 

5. I did not want to make a mistake, but I did when I thought I would never make a mistake. And I could not 

react the situation as MC. 

 

Shiori 
1. To chat with Asian (Singapore) friends. 

2. Efforts. Positioning on stage. 



3. I studied English through practicing songs.  

4. I should have sung with loud voice. 

5. I want to be much closer to many friends from abroad. 

6. I was very happy to get closer to performers from Singapore and Malaysia. I learnt a lot from 

communicating with oversea friends.  

 

Yuki 
1. To listen to music. 

2. To sing songs. 

3. To get some sweets. 

4. I wanted to eat ice crème. 

5. I want to do the treasure hunting.  

6. I was amazed with men who move the pianos. 

 

■Kant Kosoltrakul (Thailand) 

1. I expected to contribute to what ChildAid stood for and that the concert itself would be grand and 

spectacular, both of which were met on the day. 

2. The most difficult thing to overcome was the small amount of overall practice time which was thankfully 

enough to put on a great performance. 

3. Being a part of and contributing to the values which made up ChildAid made me the happiest overall. 

4. I don't think there is anything else I could've done more since I put in 100% into this performance. 

5. If I were to participate again I would still play the piano. 

  

■Sylvia Tan (Singapore) 

1. At first, I thought it was just an ordinary concert but it turned out to be such a spectacular one.  I was so 

overwhelmed by the presence of Her Imperial Japanese Princess. 

2. As I will be away from school for 5 days, my challenge is to catch up on my homework. 

3. I made many new friends from other countries and was able to help the underprivileged children using my 

talent. 

4. I could have learnt some basic Japanese language so that I could communicate better with my friends 

there. 

5. I hope to collaborate with other musical instrument players as music has that magical ability to bring 

people of different cultures together in a happy way. 

6. It was such a meaningful event and everyone tried their best to make the concert successful. 

 

■Clarissa Tamara (Indonesia) 

1. I was excepting that I can give my best performance on my last ChildAid Asia. 

2. Not to be under pressure 



3. I can meet many new friends, and also get closer to my old CAA friends 

4. Must be 

5. To be a volunteer 

 

■Nur Syahirah (Singapore) 

1. I have not taken part in such a huge concert before and I actually thought I would have to do a lot of 

waiting and watch the other performers while they took their turns. I was pleasantly surprised that I actually 

go to engage and make friends with almost all the other performers. 

2. My biggest challenge was communicating with my fellow performers. I was afraid that I would offend them 

it I said the wrong thing. 

3. I have forged many friendships in Japan and have many wonderful memories of the hospitality I received 

at CAA2016. The Japanese people are friendly and courteous. It was an honour for me to be able help the 

less fortunate children at the orphanage. 

4. I wished my stay had been longer so I could have more time with the friends I made at CAA2016 and 

engage more with the underprivileged children in Japan. 

5. Although I love hosting, I think I would like to sing if given another opportunity to take part. 

6. CAA2016 is a fantastic platform for young artists to share their talents and help in whatever way they can.  

 

■Nur Insyirah (Singapore) 

1. I actually went to watch ChildAid Singapore four years ago and ever since I saw the talented young 

people perform I have dreamed of taking part in such a concert.  Who would have known that four years 

later I am hosting ChildAid Asia.  My childhood dream came true.  

2. My biggest challenge was making friends without understanding a word of Japanese. But in the end I 

realised friends speaks the same language.  And I ended up making so many Japanese friends.  

3. The thing that made me happy is that I get to raise funds for those in need and I feel really good about it.  

4. I should have tried to learn some basic Japanese so I could speak and understand the language and most 

importantly be able to pronounce the Japanese words correctly.  

5. I think it will be an honour and privilege if I were to participate in CAA again. It would not matter whether it 

is hosting or performing.  

6. CAA2016 has given me the opportunity to perform on an international stage, an experience I will always 

treasure. 

 

■Tan Qi Huan (Singapore, Visual Art) 

1. As it was my first trip to Japan, I was thrilled to experience my first winter since it is usually hot and sunny 

in Singapore.  I had really hoped that it would snow in Japan but sadly, it did not. However, I still had fun in 

Japan!  

2. The biggest challenge I faced was when I had to arrange my own flowers during the Ikebana workshop. It 

was a little tedious as I had to decorate my own arrangement.  Due to the intricacies of the design, I had to 



think of ideas to make it look nice. 

3. I was pleased and elated to be given the opportunity to watch the Japanese performing on stage. Indeed, 

I was impressed when I heard them playing the Japanese instruments without making any mistakes! 

4. I wished I had painted ‘the kite’ better. The children there were very friendly and they always greeted us 

when they saw us. 

5. I would like to paint the Singapore flyer or some Singapore’s skyscrapers and landscapes for them to 

learn more about Singapore, so that they could share among their friends! 

6. I would like to express my sincere thanks to organisers, volunteers and friends I have made in Japan, who 

made my stay a memorable and an insightful one. Their hospitality and kindness made me happy when I 

was there. 

■Melati Jahari (Singapore, Visual Art) 

1. I wanted to learn more about Japan, its culture, history and its people. Taking part in CAA2016 is a dream 

come true and given me an insight of Japan and its people. It is what I expected and more. I had a truly 

rewarding and enjoyable time in Japan.  

2. The biggest challenge for me was the language but in the end I got by by picking up simple Japanese and 

my Japanese friends try hard with simple English or hand gestures. But we are fortunate to have volunteers 

and people who helped translate.  

3. I was able to help the children at the orphanage and share with them my love for visual arts.  This has 

made my visit to Japan very rewarding, I was able to share my skills and in turn learn something from the 

workshop.  

4. I wished I had interacted more with the children at the orphanage and made more friends there.  Many of 

them were shy.  I also wished that I had learnt a bit more Japanese so I could converse with them.   

5. I hope to take part and be able to contribute in other areas of the concert and experience new things. 

6. I had a truly enjoyable time in Japan and would like to thank the organizers for inviting me. I felt fortunate 

to be part of CAA2016.  

■Giedie Laroco (the Philippines) 

1. Before coming to CAA 2016, I was excited to make a good performance at the concert and meet new 

friends from other countries. They all came true.  

2. The biggest challenge during the CAA 2016 was communicating with my fellow participants. It was difficult 

because of the language barrier. 

3. CAA2016 was a great experience for me and my parents who accompanied me to Tokyo. They’ve always 

wanted to visit Japan. Thanks to Atek Jacinto and Miss Kyoko, their wish came true. Mt goal is to inspire, 

give satisfaction and motivation to the audience whenever I perform.  

4. Yes, I felt if I had more songs to sing. I could bring out my very best performance.  

5. If given the chance to participate again, I’d love do a solo performance.  

6. No other comment. I was satisfied the outcome of the concert. I’m hoping to be part again of CAA. 

 



■Nazrin Azlan Alymann (Malaysia) 

1. I expected it to be great but it completely exceeded my expectations. 

2. My biggest challenge to realize was that i had to get out of my comfort zone and meet new people. 

3. To be able to perform and meet new people in the most prestigious hall in Asia. 

4. Yeah. 

5. I would like to be able to meet new people and perform with my brothers again.  

6. It has been an amazing journey and a great experience to be able to meet new people, learn different 

cultures and to have fun with amazing people. Thank you very much for the opportunity. 

■ Imann Azian Alymann (Malaysia) 

1. I expected it to be like CAA Tokyo 2015 but it turned out to be even more spectacular. 

2. My biggest challenge to realize is that I had to put on a professional performance with my brothers. 

3. Meeting new people who were very talented and having a chance to perform with people from different 

countries. 

4. Yes. 

5. I would like to help out in any way possible and meet new people. 

6. ありがと!!!! 

 

■CHIJ (Kellock) Choir (Singapore) 

 *Question #5 was not applicable since CHIJ students participated in this concert as a part of school 

curriculum.  

  



     

Performer 

Responses to 

Question 1 

Responses to Question 

2 

Responses to 

Question 3 

Responses to 

Question 4 

1 Difficult to sing the 

Japanese words 

Learn the tune of Bridge 

across the sea 

NA NA 

2 I was expecting that it 

would be a huge 

success. Yes, it did 

come true 

To focus on the songs 

and not getting distracted 

by the surrounding. 

I think we should 

have put in more 

effort to practicing. 

Nope. 

3 I was expecting a 

difficult song and I was 

right 

The biggest difficulty is 

learning a song in a 

language I don't 

understand 

I felt that I could 

make more friends 

with the Japanese 

people 

No 

4 I was expecting to have 

lots of rehearsals but it 

did not come true: 

Practice singing the song 

and memorizing the song. 

I could have 

smiled more. 

No 

5 I was expecting it to be 

challenging. And it 

came true 

Rehearsing non stop at 

the concert hall without 

stopping for breaks, food 

or water 

I think I could have 

smiled a teeny bit 

more. 

Nothing 

6 I hoped that our 

performance would be 

successful and it came 

true. 

Difficult understanding the 

language they are using 

for instructions. 

Even though we 

were tired, we 

should have 

sustain 

throughout. 

No 

7 I expected the 

rehearsals to be 

intensive and they were 

indeed so. 

I was very tired after 

having motion sickness 

on the flight to Tokyo and 

after the long rehearsal 

days before the actual 

performance but 

thankfully, I managed to 

pull through. 

I wish I could have 

put the bad 

experience of the 

motion sickness 

behind me earlier 

and enjoy the 

experience even 

more. 

No. 

8 I was expecting that it 

was going to be very 

harsh training. It came 

true but we still pulled 

through 

trying to communicate 

with the Japanese people 

but still we made friends! 

Yes I wish that I 

had done my 

actions for home 

better. 

NIL 



9 I expected a lot of 

intense training, 

scolding and time spent 

on it, all of it came true 

except the fact that we 

did not really get 

scolded just warnings. 

Was performing bridge 

across the sea because 

the singing style was very 

different and we had to 

get used to singing style 

to match up. 

We could have 

sung another 

song. 

No. 

10 I was expecting that our 

hotel would be huge but 

it did not come true 

Memorizing the words I felt that i could do 

better in singing 

the ah in tune for 

the last part of 

sakura 

Nope 

11 I was expecting a easy 

song but it did not come 

true 

The biggest challenge 

that was the most difficult 

was to work with the 

Japanese and understand 

I could be more 

energetic 

No 

12 I was thinking that the 

songs would be difficult. 

No it did not. 

The biggest challenge I 

faced to make the 

performance a success is 

to sing from the heart.  

I felt that I could 

present myself 

better.  

No.  

13 I was expecting to learn 

how to better my 

teamwork skills and 

fortunately it came true. 

The biggest challenge I 

faced was to focus. 

I felt I could have 

done better at 

being a bit more 

initiative as I did 

not do the 

defection sheets 

before going to 

bed. 

No. 

14 How to be a stronger 

performer. Yes 

Fake it till you make it Nothing No 

15 What I was expecting 

did come true , it was 

just Like the last Japan 

trip but without more 

scolding . 

During the Long and tiring 

rehearsals, we were 

hungry, tired. 

I feel like I could 

have shown a bit 

more energy 

during rehearsals 

Nope 

16 I was expecting a lot of 

rehearsals because 

ChildAid is a big major 

The biggest challenge 

was projecting my voice 

so that the people at the 

I feel that I 

could've taken a 

little more care of 

Nope, I have no 

other comments. 



performance. Yes, it 

came true. 

back could hear our choir 

clearly. 

my voice so I 

would've been 

able to sing better 

and without my 

voice cracking. 

17 I was expecting the 

rehearsals to have a 

little fun because this 

time round, we have 

more rehearsal times to 

practice all the song 

and learning the steps 

of the choreography so 

life should be a little 

easier than last time 

round. Yes, it came 

true. 

During rehearsals at 

Suntory Hall, the director 

of the concert was 

speaking in Japanese so 

it was very difficult to 

understand but luckily, 

they gave as a translator 

to translate all the things 

the director said therefore 

it was much easier. 

Yes, I could have 

been more open to 

make some new 

Japanese friends 

instead of hiding 

around my friends. 

No. 

18 I expected Child Asia to 

be fun and a good 

learning experience. 

They turned out to be 

true. 

Memorizing four new 

songs in 3 days. 

No. I did my best. No. 

19 I expected the lessons 

to be fun and I would 

attend all of them well, 

but I was sick and 

couldn't attend a few. 

The lessons were fun 

though practicing 

countless times was a 

bit tiring. 

It was actually to stay 

healthy. When I was sick I 

wanted to get better 

faster, while resisting the 

temptations of fried 

food :(. 

I felt I could've 

learnt a bit more 

Japanese to 

improve my horrid 

socializing skills 

with the Japanese. 

The trip was really 

fun and especially 

having breakfast 

in the morning 

while talking to 

friends :D. 

20 I expected a lot of 

rehearsals and hard 

work, and it came true. 

I had many problems 

memorizing the songs. 

I could have sung 

better. 

I enjoyed the trip 

and hope to go 

back soon. 



21 I was expecting a lot of 

hard work and 

determination to be put 

in to perfect the pieces. 

It did come through and 

the choir had to 

continue the hard work 

because that are what 

professional performers 

do. 

Communication. 

Everyone was speaking 

Japanese a language 

none of us spoke. 

Nonetheless we tried 

'reading' their actions and 

followed. 

Interaction. I regret 

not interacting a 

bit more at the 

orphanage 

Overall the 

programme 

amazing. From 

waking up early to 

practice to 

laughing with 

friends and 

enjoying the 

presence on 

stage. 

22 I was expecting that it 

will be hard to 

communicate with the 

Japanese people but it 

was actually very easy. 

I had to memorize the 

lyrics. 

I felt that I could try 

harder to 

communicate with 

the Japanese. 

Nope Bai ;) 

23 I hoped that I could go 

to Tokyo to perform, 

make new friends so I 

practiced very hard on 

the song home and my 

hard work paid off. 

Memorizing the songs 

and learning the new 

Japanese words. 

N/A N/A 

24 I was definitely not 

expecting to be so 

exhausting and hectic. I 

knew this wasn't going 

to be a holiday, but it 

was seriously more 

stressful than I thought 

it would be. 

During the Long and 

stressful rehearsals our 

lungs were burning and 

we were exhausted but 

we didn't complain and 

remained professional 

about it. 

I feel like I could 

have put in a little 

more effort to 

make new friends 

at the IJ school. 

I enjoyed the 

places we visited, 

especially the 

orphanage and art 

museum. 

25 I expected that I will 

take very long to learn 

all the songs, but I only 

took lesser than two 

weeks to memories the 

songs 

Learning up the Japanese 

part for flowers 

I could have 

memories bridge 

across the sea 

better 

I had a enjoyable 

time on stage 

performing and 

without my sisters 

help practicing the 

Japanese part in 

bridge across the 

sea I will not know 

how to sing it 



 

  

26 I was expecting lots of 

stress. 

Yes it did came true. 

Understanding the 

Japanese instructions for 

positions. 

I think I have done 

fantastic. 

NA 

27 I expected that learning 

the songs would be 

difficult. It came true 

The choreography for 

Home 

I could have learnt 

the choreography 

better 

No 

28 I was expecting a 

similar experience when 

I went to Tokyo last 

time. However, it of 

course didn't come true 

since we were more 

prepared than last time. 

Probably the 

choreography. The 

rehearsals were very 

tiring, so we were 

exhausted while we 

practicing. 

Probably the 

emotion when 

singing. 

All in all, the 

experience was 

better than before. 

29 I thought that it would 

have been a tiring 

rehearsal and it was but 

the hard work sure paid 

off. 

That we had to be 

professional during the 

rehearsals and no matter 

how had it was to keep 

still during the rehearsals, 

we still had to be as 

professional as possible. 

I felt that I could 

have made more 

effort to not be 

picky about food. 

I liked the visit to 

the orphanage 

and the IJ school. 

30 I was expecting That 

ChildAid Asia was going 

to bad for me. but it did 

not turn out to be bad to 

me and it made me very 

happy because I met 

many friends. 

I did not memories the 

song. 

I could have 

memorized the 

songs earlier. 

No. 



ChildAid Asia 2016 
Feedback form the Audience 

 

I am very happy to listen to songs by children, which reaches to our hearts. Thank you. I hope that young 
people interact each other more and more. Cheers to Little Creators. The last song may be better if 

audience can sing together. (67 years old, female/Chiba)  

 

I was moved by every music piece that all the children performed with their pure hearts. Wonderful. I also 
thought activities by Little Creators are great. Keep up and good luck. I want that a child from elementary 

schools and junior high schools to listen to this concert, but today is the first day at school for many of 

them. I wish that you would pick the day of the concert carefully next time. Ito-san, the clarinetist, is great. I 

hope that he will perform next year too. It would be a good idea if the lyrics are shown on screen. (41 years 

old, female/Tokyo) 

 

Very enjoyable 2 hours!! Music connects young talents from different countries, and friendship were in the 
concert. Thank you. All were great… “Flower Blooming” was very good. (55 years old, female/Chiba)   

 

I was moved to witness children with different languages and different culture were united by the power of 
music. It was so wonderful. Especially voices of singing were excellent. (40 years old, female/Chiba) 

 

 
 

Young people’s performances are lovely and energetic. Thank you. Especially “Senbonzakura”, 
“Traditional Music” and “ Solo de Concours” were cool. “Flower Blooming”, “Bunga Sayang & Sakura” 

were beautiful. I wish I could listen to one more song by Chiba Wakashio Boys and Girls Chorus. Please 

make sure that the world will be peaceful and bright by you all taking hand in hand. Music is great. 

(female/Chiba) 

 

 
 

I enjoy the concert very much because many songs were performed. (7 years old, female) 
 

It was the excellent concert, which made us confident about the future peaceful world. 4 emcees were 



cheerful and did a great job. I am very happy that I came to this concert today!! Clarinet, amazing! 3 

brothers from Malaysia make the concert rich in variety. (60 years old, female/Tokyo) 

 

”Home” at the end of the first half was beautifully sung by so many people. Wa-Taiko of “Senbonzakura” 
sounded loud and very interesting. Marimba sounded pretty. I enjoy the last song of the second half. (9 

years old, female/Kanagawa) 

 

All performers were wonderful. I hope that the concert prohibits very young audience although I 
understand this is the concert for children and young adults.) 

 

 
 

Thank you for the wonderful songs and performances. Keep up to the future filled with much potential.  
 

I was moved at the last year’s concert, and again I was really moved this year. All are children but so 
talented. You are all promised. Thank you very much.  

 

I look forward this concert series every year. Children’s chorus was clear in voice and made me very 
comfortable. Solo performers and singers are very talented. I cannot wait for the next year’s concert. (45 

years old, male/Chiba) 

 

What is music? Perhaps, music is the sun in our hearts. Good luck to you all. (73 years old, male/Saitama) 
 

I was surprised at the quality of performances. Children’s songs and music brought me comfort. (30 years 
old, male/ Tokyo) 

 



 


